Bite Size Bible Study

Three Parables #252
| recently learned that parables often come in triplets. One
morning when | was pondering the prodigal son parable |
wondered if it was part of a triplet. Looking at Luke 15, it
was immediately apparent that it was.

If you don’t remember all the text (which | didn’t) | have
copied it below.

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering
around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of
you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.
Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and
go after the lost sheep until he finds it? ® And when he
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders ¢ and goes
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together
and says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found my lost

sheep.’ 7 | tell you that in the same way there will be
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need
to repent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins'@ and loses
one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and
search carefully until she finds it? ® And when she finds
it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says,
‘Rejoice with me; | have found my lost coin.’ '° In the
same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Parable of the Lost Son

1 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two
sons. 2 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give
me my share of the estate.” So he divided his

property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered
his wealth in wild living. ' After he had spent everything,
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. '° So he went and hired himself out
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed pigs. ¢ He longed to fill his stomach with the pods
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
7 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here |
am starving to death! 8 | will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. ' | am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.’ 2% So he got up and went to his father.
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“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’

22 “Byt the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet.? Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 2 For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’
So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he
came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So
he called one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has
him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in.
So his father went out and pleaded with him. 2° But he
answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you
never gave me even a young goat so | could celebrate
with my friends. 3° But when this son of yours who has
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him!’

31 “My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and
everything | have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and
be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is

alive again; he was lost and is found.” Luke 15:3-31 NIV

Parables are, by definition, stories told to present a truth,
but the characters may or may not have existed. The
purpose was to expose a truth. Each of these parables has
a truth in and of itself.

The lost sheep reveals that we should not stray away
from the community, but if we do there is ONE that will
come to rescue us.

The lost coin tells us that things that are lost can be found
and that it brings joy to those to whom it belonged.

The lost son brings out the truth that people who rebel
and go off on their own can, not only return, but be
welcomed home.

Often there is deeper meaning to these parables that
escapes the person listening to them without sitting with
them and concentrating on the underlying meaning.

| believe that is what Jesus was talking about when he told
his disciples:


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25597a

Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they
have will be taken from them. This is why | speak to
them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them
is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “You will be ever
hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing
but never perceiving. Matthew 13:12-14 NIV

The deeper meaning of these three is that God is:

1) the Shepherd, who searches and finds His lost
children.

2) the Woman, who “turns the house upside down” to
find just one valuable lost person (coin).

3) the Father who suffers humiliation and grief at the
loss of a son but welcomes him back when the son
has learned the lesson of not rebelling.

But possibly (even probably) there is an even deeper
meaning in these parables.

Matthew quotes Jesus as referring to Isaiah. Could it be
that Jesus was also talking about the nation of Israel and
maybe even those who were charged with leading the
nation?

Isaiah tells in the first verse of chapter 6 that King Uzziah
has just died.

We find in 2 Chronicles 26:21 that after Zechariah's death,
King Uzziah became proud and broke God's laws by trying

to usurp the role of priests and offer incense to the Lord. In
punishment, he was struck with leprosy and lived as a
leper in a separate house until the day of his death.

Then Isaiah reveals a vision to us:
Then | heard the voice of Adonai saying, “Whom should |
send? Who will go for us?” | answered, “I'm here, send
me!” He said, “Go and tell this people:
‘Yes, you hear, but you don’t understand.
You certainly see, but you don’t get the point!’
“Make the heart of this people [sluggish with] fat, stop
up their ears, and shut their eyes.
Otherwise, seeing with their eyes, and hearing with
their ears, then understanding with their hearts, they
might repent and be healed!” Isaiah 6:8-10 CJB

It seems that God is telling the leaders of Israel that they
are not leading the people properly and that they are not
able to understand the meanings of the Torah (God’s
teachings). These leaders are filling the people with false
teachings and not leading them to God (Adonai).

From the Gospels we see that the same thing is occurring
during the time of Jesus ministry. Many times, Jesus
chastises the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and Chief
Priests.

| leave it to you to decide whether this was the deeper
meaning in these three parables that Jesus told the people
and what it could mean for us today.
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