
Bite Size Bible Study 
Jesus’ Miracles part 1   #253  By Lee Logue 

 
Jesus performed many miracles during his 3.5-year 
ministry. The number ranges between 7 and 60 depending 
on your criteria.  
 
These miracles include:  
• Healing Miracles: Jesus healed various diseases, 

including leprosy, blindness, paralysis, deafness, and 
chronic illness. 

• Power Over Nature: These include calming a raging 
storm, walking on water, and causing a fig tree to 
wither. 

• Provision/Transformation: The first recorded miracle 
was turning water into wine at Cana. He also multiplied 
food to feed 5,000 men and later 4,000 men. 

• Raising the Dead: Miracles demonstrating power over 
death, the widow’s son at Nain, and Jairus's daughter. 

• Cleansing: Jesus delivered many people from a 
“troubling spirit”. 

 
Traditionally these miracles were understood to reveal 
Jesus’ divine identity as the Son of God and demonstrate 
his authority over natural and spiritual forces.  
• Demonstration of His Compassion: Jesus healed 

people out of love and empathy. 
• Validation of His Message: They confirmed that 

Jesus' teachings and claims were from God. 
• Show dominion over creation: By calming storms 

and walking on water. 
• Illustrate Authority Over the Spirit World: Cleansing 

troubling spirits by his powers. 
• Bring Glory to The Father: Causing people to praise 

God and recognize His presence on earth. 
• Reveal the Kingdom of God: Showing that the 

Kingdom had arrived with Him. 
• Encourage Faith: Miracles often preceded or followed 

a call to believe in Him as Savior. 
• Defeat Death and Disease: Demonstrated his power 

over the final consequences of sin. 
• Fulfill Prophecy: Miracles fulfilled Old Testament 

prophecies regarding the Messiah. 
 
All of these shown above certainly have great value when 
studying Jesus’ Miracles. Just as a diamond shows its 
complexity in the various facets, so to do these miracles.  
 
That said, in the next few studies, I would like to view some 
of them while thinking about what Jesus was teaching, by 
showing that these miracles are also an acting out of the 
principles that Jesus was teaching.  
 
We know that some people learn better through verbal 
teachings, others through the written word, but some learn 
better when they see that teaching in practice. I think that 
these miracles can also be viewed in that way. 
 
Let’s look at several miracles that support what Jesus was 
teaching about loving your neighbor, including your enemy. 

1. Servant of a Royal Official 
Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had 
turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal 
official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man 
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he 
went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, 
who was close to death. 
 
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told 
him, “you will never believe.” 
 
The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies.”  “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” 
 
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he 
was still on the way, his servants met him with the news 
that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time 
when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at 
one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” Then the father 
realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had 
said to him, “Your son will live.” So, he and his whole 
household believed.  John 4:46-53 NIV 

 
This “royal official” was probably someone with ties to the 
Roman occupational forces. These people, even if of 
Hebrew decent, were considered an enemy of Israel. 
Consider how Matthew the tax collector was treated.  
 
Jesus treats this royal official with respect and grants his 
request for healing of his son thus showing Jesus’ love for 
His neighbor. 
 
Jesus’ teaching: The Greatest Commandment 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

Mathew 22:37b-40 NIV 
 
2. The Faith of the Centurion 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came 
to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies 
at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” Jesus said to him, 
“Shall I come and heal him?” 
 
The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and 
he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
 
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to 
those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith. 

Mathew 8:5-10 NIV 



	

 

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just 
as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at 
that moment.    Mathew 8:13 NIV 

 
Here we have a Roman Centurion, a member of the 
occupying forces and one generally hated by the Hebrews. 
Jesus however shows love and compassion for His enemy. 
 
Jesus’ teaching: Love for Enemies 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.   

Matthew 5:43-44 NIV 
 
3. Jesus Raises a Dead Girl 

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other 
side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him 
while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue 
leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, 
he fell at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with him, “My 
little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands 
on her so that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus 
went with him.   Mark 5:21-24 NIV 

 
While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from 
the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your 
daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher 
anymore?” Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, 
“Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 
 
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James 
and John the brother of James. When they came to the 
home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, 
with people crying and wailing loudly, He went in and 
said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The 
child is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 
 
After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and 
mother and the disciples who were with him and went in 
where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to 
her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to 
you, get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and began 
to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they 
were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to 
let anyone know about this and told them to give her 
something to eat.       Mark 5:35-43 NIV 

 
Jairus was the head of the local Sanhedrin, supervising in 
the synagogue worship and the lives of the community at 
Capernaum. This was a local or "lesser Sanhedrin". It 
consisted of 22 judges and a chief judge or leader. The 
purpose was to handle local matters. Generally, these 
“lesser Sanhedrin’s” were aligned with the full Sanhedrin in 
Jerusalem, taking the lead from them.  

We are not told whether Jesus’ teaching, and miracles 
were an issue for this local Sanhedrin or not, but there is 
high likelihood that at least some of the members were 
troubled by Jesus’ teachings and miracles. 
 
Jesus’ teaching: Extending Mercy 
We see that Jesus did not withhold His mercy from Jairus 
and gladly came and healed his daughter.  
 
We see this extending mercy in the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he 
replied. “How do you read it?” 
 
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind’ and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this 
and you will live.” 
 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 
 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be 
going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where 
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day 
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy 
on him.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

I think we can see that Jesus 
“practiced what he preached” 

 
We well look at a few more of these in future studies. 
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